
Q 1 

Frederic B. O'Neal, Attorney at Law 
P.O. Box 842 

Windermere, FL 34786 
telephone (487) 719-6796 

FAX (407)292-5368 
lredonealatlaw@aoLcom 

COMMISSION""" 

2010 SEP 21, PN 5=30 

OFFICE OF GENERAL 
COUNSEL 

Date: September 22,2010 
To: Jeff S. Jordan 
From: Fred O'Neal 
Re:MUR6361 
Enclosures: - Response, Appendix, Statement of Designation of Counsel 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed please find the above-listed documents in response to the conplaint in MUR 6361. 

If you ̂ uld have ai^ questions concerning the above or the enclosed, please don't hesitate 
to contact me. 

Sincere^, 

Frederk; B. O'Neal, Esq. 

Jeff Jordan, Esq. 
Federal Elections Commission 
999EStreetNW 
Washington, DC 20463 
(202) 694-1650 



RECEIVED 
FEDERAL ELECTION 

COMMISSION 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 2010 SEP 2U PH 5: -0 

^ OFFICE OF GENERAL 
Washtngton, DC 20463 COUNSEL 

fr'-
STATEMENT OF DESIGNATION OF COUNSEL 

Please use o/ia-form for aach Respondent/EntHv/Treasurer 
FAXf202> 219-3923 

MUR#_A1£L_ 

NAME OF COUNSEL: Q 

FIRM: ya.K.f 

ADDRESS: ^ . 3^^ ^92 /Q-

TELEPHONE- OFFICE f I 7i9 - e 

FAX I - rrcj' 

The above-named individual and/or 6rm Is hereby designated as my counsei and is 
authorized to receive any notifications and other communications from the Commission and 
to act on my behalf before the Commission. 

Date (cMspon^nt/Agmt -Signature Title(Trea8urer/Candlclata/0wner) 

NAMED RESPONDENT: ^ 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
(Please Print) 

* 

TELEPHONE- HOME \ Q,<r - Kn<f C 

BUSINESS( '*iy7 ) Z9 2 -

Information is being sought as part of an investigation being conducted by the Federal Election Commission and the 
confidentiality provisions of 2 U.8.C. § 437g(a)(12)(A) apply. This section prohibits making public any Investigation 
conducted by the Federal Election Commission without the express written consent of the person under 
investigation 

Rev. 2006 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

DENA STEBBINS DeCAMP, 

Complainant, . 

RECEIVED 
FEDERAL ELECTION 

COMMISSION 

2010 SEP 2U PM5:30 

OFFICE OF GENERAL 
COUNSEL 

vs. Complaint No. MUR 6361 

FREDERIC B. O'NEAL and 
the TEA PARTY, a Ftorida 
minor political party, 

Re^ndents 

RESPONSE 

Respondents, FREDERIC B. O'NEAL ("O'Neal'O and the TEA PARTY ("Tea 
Party'0> a Florida minor political party, by and through O'Neal as its Chairman, respond 
to tl» Complaint of Complainant, D^A STEBBINS DeCAMP, as follows: 

Facts 

1. In August of2009, O'Neal registered the Tea Party with the Secretary of State 
of Florida as a Florida minor political party, pursuant to Section 97.021(17), 
Florida Statutes. 

2. In December of2009, O'Neal attempted to register the Tea Pai^ with the 
Federal Elections Commissbn ('TECO as a "national conunittee" of a 
"political party", as defined in 2 U.S.C. ss. 431(14) and (16). 

3. On January 8,2010, the FEC's Ashley A. Carter wrote O'Neal {see, A{^ndix 
filed here with), stating, among other things, the following: 

"2. Your Statement of Organization indicates in Line S(d) that you 
are a national conunittee for the 'Tea" Party. A national 
committee is defined as the organization which, by wrtue of the 
bylaws of a political party, is responsible for the day-to-day 
operation of the political party at the national level, asdetamined 
by the Commission. 2 U.S.C. s. 431(14). 

"Please be advised that before using the contrfoution Omits and/or 
statutes qiplicable for national parties, your committee mnst 
petition the Commission in the form of an advisory opinion to 
determine if it satisfies the criteria for national party status. (See 



Advisory Opinion 199S-16 on the FEC website at 
httpi/Avww.fec.govV" (Enq)hasis in the original). 

4. After review of Advisory Opinion 1995-16, O'Neal wrote Ms. Carter on 
February 11,2010 (see, ^jpendbc filed bete with) and stated, among other 
things, the following: 

"After a review of Advisory Opinion 1995-16 and the definitions 
of "national committee" and "^litical party" contained in Title 2 
United States Code Sections 431(14) and (16), I have concluded 
that we meet neither of those two definitions. 

0 "Therefore, if h is aeceptdtle to the Commission, we would like to 
4 withdraw the Statement of Organization filed on December 28, 
4 2009." 

7 5. After a subsequent telephone conversation between O'Neal and Ms. Carter, 
^ O'Neal determined that, because he and the Tea Party had not yet engaged in 
1 any Federal electioneering activity, he should terminate rather than withdraw 
Q his Statement of Organization. O'Neal wrote the FEC accordingly on March 
^ 3,2010. 

6. Two months' later, in May of 2010, three candidates. Randy Wilkinson, 
Margaret Dunmire and Roly Arroyo, qualified with the Secretary of State of 
Florida to run for the U.S. House of Representatives as Tea Party candidates. 

7. Subsequent to those three candidates having so qualified, O'Neal and the Tea 
Party engaged in numerous erqrendhures for laochutes, billboards and other 
printed material listing muhiple names of various state and federal Tea Party 
candidates. (See, eicaniple in the Appendix filed here with). 

8. With regard to each ofthosee]q)eiBiitiBes, O'Neal (the party chairman and 
sole member of the party's executive committee) dU not coopwate, consult, 
or act in connert whh any of the Tea Party's candidates prior to making such 
e^qpenditures. 

9. For exanq>le, on or about June 25 and July 2,2010, O'Neal and the Tea Party 
executed two advertising contracts with Clear Channel Outdoor (see. 
Appendix filed here with) to place the names of various state and federal Tea 
Party candidates on rotating billboards alongside Interstate 4 in Central 
Florida. Due to the rotating nature of such Inllboards, several candidates' 
names were sequentially di^layed one after the other. There was no 
cooperation, consultation, a^ action in concert between O'Neal and any Tea 
Party candidate prior to i^ing such expenditnre. 

10. All sueh inochurea, primed material and billboards carried proper disclaimers. 



11. The funds for such brocfames, printed material and billboards came solely 
from the Tea Party treasury and 00 pact of the cost of such items was sha^ 
with any caudiddte. 

12. The Tea Party accepts corporate contributions. Corporate contributions went 
into the accounts from which the cost of such Ixochms, printed nmterial and 
billboards were paid. 

13. All expenditures (as well as all contributions used for such ejqienditures) for 
« such tnrochures, printed materials and billboards were repotted to the Division 
g of Elections of the State of Florida, and are available online for inspection by 
Q the general publio. 
4 

Law 

14. The Tea Party does not qualify as either a "national committee" or a "political 
party," as defined in 2 U.S.C. ss. 431(14) and (16), for the reasons stated m 
PEG Advisory Opinion 1995-16. 

Uuiuuij tee V Federal Elections Copunissipn, 518 U.S. 604, 
116 S.Q. 2309,135 L.Ed.2d 795 (1996), the Tea Party engages in 
independent expnndittires for Ixocltures, printed materials, and biWxmrdi; 
without coordmation with any candidate or any candidate's canqiaign. These 
expenditures do not constitute "contribntions" to the canqtaigns of those 
candidates whose, names ore displayed. 

16. The permisabilrty of corporate independent e^qienditures was recently upheld 
by the Supreme Court. See, Citizens United v. Federal Elections Commission. 
__ U.S._j 130 S.a. 876, L.Ed.2d (2010). The Tea Party's use of 
corporate contributions to make independent mqtendhures is likewise 
permissible. This is not a situation where the Tea Party is "contributing" 
corporate money to federal candidates and, thereby, acting as a conduit for 
corporate contribntions to federal candidates. 

Sumniaiy 

17. In suirunary, O'Neal and the Tea Party have made independent «q)enditures 
for brochur^ printed materials and billboards on behatf of various Tea Party 
candidates. These brochures, printed materials and billboards advertise and 
advocate the election of several candidates at the same time. O'Neal and the 
Tea Party have contributed no money to any federal candidate's canqmigrt 
All contributions and expenditures made ly O'Neal and the Tea Party are 
fully reported to state rqioiting c^encies. The Tea Pary is not a "national 
committee" or a "political party" as defined in Trtlo 2 of frie U.S. Cede. 
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STATE OF FLORIDA 
COUNTY OF ORANGE 

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, tiiis day personally appeared 
FREDERIC B. O'NEAL, who produced Fbrida Driver's Licenae No. 
, and who, after first by me being duly sworn, did depose and say that he has read the 

foregoing rcspoasc and that he knows from his own personal knowledge that foe foctual 
statements contained therein are true and correct 

4 
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ricB. O'Neal 

SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIBED before me this 22°" day of 

S/ SSSSST"-

Dated this 23"* day of Sqftember, 2010. 

n«xpiiw:5/g/ao| 

Respectfully submitted. 

iB. O'Neal, Esq. 
I of the Tea Party, a Florida minor 

political party 
P.O. Box 842 
Windermere, FL 34746 
Phone-(407) 719-6796 
Fax (407) 292-5368 
Fredonealatlaw@aol.coni 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

DENA STEBBINS DeCAMP, 

Coixq)laiiiant, 

FEOERAfaccriO 

MSEPJI, PHS,3 

OFFICE OF GEfiFPA, 
couNsa^'^' 

vs. Complaint No. MUR 6361 

FREDERIC B. O'NEAL and 
the TEA PARTY, a Florida 
minor political party. 

Respondents 

APPENDIX 

Respondents, FREDERIC B. O'NEAL ("O'Neal") and the TEA PARTY ("Tea 
Party"), a Florida minor political party, and through O'Neal as its Chairman, file this 
appendix to their re^nse to the Conq)]aint of Complainant, DENA STEBBINS 
DeCAMP. 

Doeument Descripfion 

January 8,2010 letter from Ashley A. Carter to O'Neal 

March 3,2010 lettra from O'Neal to Ariiley A. Carter 

Sample of Tea Party printed material 

Dated this 23*^ day of September, 2010. 

Respectfiilly subnutted. 

'rederic B. O'Neal, Esq. 



Chiunnan of the Tea Party, a Florida minor 
political party 
P.O. Box 842 
Windermere, PL 34746 
Phone-(407) 719-6796 
Fax (407) 292-5368 
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FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20463 

January 8,2010 

Frederick Bennett O'Neal, Treasurer Response Due Date; 
Tea Party February 12,2010 

. 7798 Snowberry Circle 
Orlando, FL 32819-2103 

Identification Number; C00472456 

Reference: Statement of Organization, received 12/28/09 

Dear Treasiirer: 

This letter is prompted by the Commission's preliminary review of. the report 
referenced above. This notice requests information essential to 1^1 public disclosure of 
your federal election campaign finances. Failure to adequately respond by tliie 
response date noted above could result in an audit or enforcement action; Additional 
information is needed for the following 2 items; 

1. Any affiliated or connected organization must be identified on your 
Statement of Organization. For further guidance on affiliated committees 
and connected organizations, please refer to 11 CFR §§100.S(g) and 100.6. 
If there are no other committees or organizations with which you share 
control or finahcing, please indicate "None" on Line 6. If you do share 
control or financing with other committees or organizations, please indicate 
their names, addresses, and relationships on Line 6. 11 CFR § 102.2 

2. Your Statement of Organization indicates in Line 5(d) that you are a 
national committee for the "Tea" Party. A national committee is defined as 
the organization whieh, by virtue of the bylaws of a political party, is 
responsible for the day-to-day operation of the political party at the national 
level, as determined bv the Commission.. 2 U.S.C. §431(14) 

Please be advised, that before using the contribution limits and/or statutes 
applicable for national parties, your committee must petition the 
Commission in the form of an advisory opinion to determine if it satisfies 
the criteria for national party status. (See Advisory Opinion 1995-16 on the 
FEC website at http://www.fec.gov) 

http://www.fec.gov


Please note, you wUI not receive an additional notice from the Commission on 
this matter. Adequate responses must be received by the Commission on or before the 
due date noted above, to be taken into consideration in determining 'whether audit action 
will be initiated. Failure to comply with the provisions of the Act may also result in an 
enforcement action against the committee. Any response submitted by your committee 
will he placed oh tjle public record and will be considered by the Commission prior to 
taking enforcement action. Requests for extensions of time in which to respondi will 
not be considered. 

Electronic filers must file amendments (to include statements, designations and 
reports'! in an electronic format and must submit an amended report in its entiretv. rather 
than just those Portions of the report that are being amended. If you should have any 
questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy of your response, please 
contact me on our toll-free number (800) 424-9530 (at the prompt press 5 to reach the 
Reports Analysis Division) or my local number (202) 694-1173. 

Ashley A. 
Campaign Fi Analyst 
Reports Analysis Division 
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Frederic B. O'Neal, Attorney at Lanr 
P.O. Box 842 

Windermere, FL 34786 
telephone (407) 719-6796 

FAX (407)292-5368 
fredonealatlaw@aoLcom 

Date: March 3,2010 
To: Ashley Carter 
From: Fred O'Neal 
Re: Tea Party, Identification Number C00472456 
Enclosures: - none 

Dear Ms. CaitOT: 

Following up on my letter to you of 2/1 i/10, please consider this letter to be the termination 
statement for the Statement of Organixation filed b^k on Deceniber 28, 2009. 

There has been no activity for foe Tea Party ance the filing of the Statement of Organization. 

If you should have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

Frederic B. O'Neal, Esq. 



"It is immoral to leave insurmonntable debt to our 
children and grandchildren." 

F 3-/vUlsitfponaBeg^tomkKeffweiHmntdebt 
A "Government should never spend beyond its means." 
^ 4.lwUlniHcelbebuoi(mqflaxatimmtiiepe€^uAomIripnseta. 
^ 'Hie people ore Taxed Enough Already." 

5. 

"No more corporate welfare through bailouts." 
£1 

"People should not fear dielr government." 
ZlfPiBumttomakeOiepomical^nmmomaxes^topei^t^ 
aBbaOgnmdt 
"Citizen education and involvement in the political system 
must be advanced." 

"Small business is die bachbdne of our economy." 
9. liMnota^porto^newtaceswMoiatxaerifpmotd. 
"No new taxation wldiout citizen representation and 
^provali." 
10. Iwatsupp 
totbepKbUc. 
"We need to'harness the power of technology to heep the 
people, informed." 

"RestoringAmenca to its Fomidingprinciples" 

Political liitegrity: 
Ihe Tea Party will support candidates who provide int^ty, 
courage and honesty to the political process. 

Fiscal Responsibility: 
The Tea Party will promote a lower tax burden on the citi­
zens of the Republic. 

Less Government: 
The Tea Party will promote a smaller and more efficient 
gowmment at all levels. 

www.FloridaT£APar^.iis 
121 South Orange Avenue, Suite 1500 

JL42801 

RolyArroJo 
864 - 80 Street, Apartment 2 • Miami Beach, FL 33141 

(786) 554-5614 

Ira Chester 
3305GlalbamsCDuit 
1Ulahassee.FL 32312 

Christopher Cnwtooi 
eesNorthOn 

Spaitmenl 5303 
Oriaiido,H. 32301 

cra^tarMMrioideoiiiaiU 

ManhewRuaaell 
1011 Wmon Wheel Qrele East 

1UlaliasEee.FL 32317 
(321)2V7-A68 

inattruss8!H124ngman.cani 

Rairi lenwal Pentota Rodriguez 
60B4 SImenson Drive 0 303 

Oriando,H. 32838 
rpantola2Seginan.com 

JohnA.FVrenlliin 
334aWDdemess'nall 
HsslminMH. 8(746 

407-334-0390 

KI8I 
JehnOeVries 

2375 Ramhgo Way 
VnitarPBrii, FL 32792 

407-493-6881 
]ahne]ohnilavriaa2010Min 

310CeenCoiHt 
KIssiiiiiiiee,FL347S8 

(407)361-8542 
IvareBeoneMray-raaltyLoa 

JossaalveaaLoeni 

ei 

NlnaVhona 
13352 Petoina Drive 
Oilando,FL 32037 

nlinvirone0inae«om 
vtoineBDflLewTi 

JohnPeiez 
25 East Praston Street 

Oriaiido.H. 32904 
. (407)761-7833 

Johrmy6924eonjr.com 

•Helnie'HeinzebTiaa 
Post OllioeBm 607633 

Orfanifo.FL 38860 
(467)4424822 

KeinieSHeWa20ia«ain 
vmwhe(nia201Q.oam 

Darin Rfchand DurmWrs 
13382 Petome Drive 
Orlando, FL 32837 

(467)284-0838 
darindunmlfeestnaOmi 

darinduruiriraOOl Ojcam 

JesanWMdey 
P.O. Box 772836 

Coral Springs. FL 33077 
(954)756-8728 

Daegaa 
vjaaonweaft 

- -• - II iimfnii r t li TacoDOOKvOomnaBcui 
MHarMinAlaaor 

ChrtstopharBlau 
Post Office Box 827 

largo, FL 33716 

AtexFarr 
2720 SW 2981 Court 

MiamLFL33133 

ia 

Jon Foley 
7788 Snowhaary drde 

Orianito,FL32ai8 
(407)785-3414 

totayMIUgmalLcom 

Vietorfa Terras 
7462RgdantCirGle 
Orfando. FL 32810 

victoneB324egniall«ein 

HeniyLlareRB 
1033 NW130 Avenue 

Miami, FL 33182 
(786)32S«i09 

BonThytor 
2111 Winston Drive 
Cocoa. FL 32926 

nfoevotnantaylorxoni 
ayleeoom 

atfm J 


